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Scientific Profile

She is Professor in Urban and Regional Planning (SSD ICAR/20). Her main research interests
include the analysis of processes and practices of territorial transformation, investigated
through the lenses of theories of social learning and social mobilization. In this perspective,
her research aims at investigating the knowledges mobilized by individuals and social
groups in the organization of their living spaces and the role of institutions and regulatory
systems in puzzling, troubling, and uncertain situations of practice. These research fields
were also developed focusing on planning for environmental regeneration and local
development in Eastern Adriatic and Mediterranean regions using participatory scenarios
and evaluation approaches.

Teaching activities

She has been teaching Urban planning technique and Territorial Planning at the School of
Engineering for Environment and Territory, Politecnico di Bari, in Undergraduate and
Master Courses (since 1997), where she is coordinator of the post-graduate Master
program in Territorial and Environmental Planning (since 2016).

She is member of the PhD program in Urban Planning-University of Rome La Sapienza
(since 2016) and has been visiting professor in the Royal Institute of Technology (KTH),
Umea University, Orebro University (Sweden).

She was invited teacher in several PhD and Master Programs: among others, Royal Institute
of Technology (KTH), Stockholm, MIT - luav — University of Venezia, University of Napoli
Federico Il, “Sapienza” University of Rome, Roma Tre, Politecnico di Milano.

Coordination of and participation in research groups and projects

She coordinated and participated in several research projects funded by the Italian
National Research Council, Italian Ministry of University and Scientific Research, European
Union, as well as Italian institutions such as SVIMEZ, Censis, Cresme-Credito Fondiario, and
Ministries.

A selection of research projects include:

Intelligent Systems for Sustainable Design, funded by the National Research Council —
SMED - Office for Scientific and Technological Cooperation with Mediterranean Countries
(coordinator)

Inco-Dc 1997 - Concerted Action funded by EU - DG IX on "Agriculture and Urbanisation in
the Mediterranean Region. Enabling Policies for Sustainable Use of Soil and Water"
(partner)

Development project for Lushnje District, Albania, EU Phare CBC Programme and
Transport, financed by the European Union to assist the applicant countries of central
Europe (responsible)



Enhancement of the cultural and environmental heritage of the Ofanto Valley. Project T1, 1
cluster C29 Cultural Heritage. Responsible for WP on the interpretation of the structural
dynamics of landscape and anthropization processes (responsible)

EU-funded ENPI CBC strategic project MARE NOSTRUM - Bridging the Legal-Institutional
Gap in Mediterranean Coastline Management, coordinated by Rachelle Altermann,
Technion - Israel Institute of Technology (invited partner)

Recent research projects include:

CapaCityMetro-Italia for the analysis of services addressed to migrants in five Italian
metropolitan cities, funded by Ministero dell'Interno, Fondo Asilo Migrazione e
Integrazione (FAMI) 2014-2020, PROG-1867, involving the Politecnico di Bari and Milano,
the Universities of Naples Federico Il and luav di Venezia (coordinator) and IL.R.E.S.
Piemonte, Istituto di Ricerche Economiche e Sociali per il Piemonte (group leader of the
Politecnico di Bari) (2019-2021)

Research project funded by the Ministry of Environment, Land and Sea "STrategie
Innovative per il Monitoraggio e I'Analisi del Rischio Erosione" (STIMARE), involving the
Polytechnic of Bari and the University of Bologna and aimed at prevention and/or
mitigation of coastal erosion processes, and environmental protection and enhancement of
coastal areas (partner) (2019-2021)

Research agreement between Polytechnic University of Bari and Consorzio Speciale per la
Bonifica di Arneo (Special Consortium for the Reclamation of Arneo) for the study aimed at
the environmental rehabilitation of the tidal basins areas and connecting canals in the
territory of Porto Cesareo in South Salento (co-responsible) (2019-2021)

Research agreement between the Polytechnic University of Bari - DICATECh, the University
of Foggia and the Apulia Region for the safeguard and enhancement of the material and
immaterial heritage of the "tratturale network" and the elaboration of the Regional
Enhancement Document (responsible) (2020-2021)

Research agreement between Polytechnic University of Bari - DICATECh and DICAR,
University of Bari, University of Salento, University of Foggia with Regione Puglia for the
definition of the Integrated Landscape Project for the areas compromised and degraded by
Xylella in the Internal Area of South Salento) (responsible) (2020-2021)

AIM Call (Attraction and International Mobility) Axis | Action 1.2 of the National Operational
Program "Research and Innovation 2014-2020". Main area of specialization among those
related to SNSI: Cultural Heritage. Project title: ResCUDE project (RESilient Cultural Urban
context to Disaster Exposure)

National and international reputation and professional activity

Participation in Editorial and other Scientific Committees

Member of the Scientific Committee of the book series Urban Planning Technique of ESI -
Edizioni Scientifiche Italiane (since 2020), International scientific committee of Scienze del
Territorio, Journal of the Territorialist Society (since 2015), LaborEst scientific journal (since
2015), Scientific Committee of Planning Theory & Practice (2007-2013), Archivio di Studi
Urbani e Regionali (since 2007), Scientific Committee of Plurimondi. An International
Journal for Research and Debate on Human Settlements (since 2005), Vice director of
Urbanistica (2002-2005) and Director of Urbanistica Dossier (1998-2002). She is reviewer of
several scientific international and national journals and publishing series.

Member of the Technical-scientific secretariat of the National Observatory for Landscape
Quality of MiBACT (2015-2018), Scientific Committee of ANCSA (National Association for

Historical Artistic Centres) (2015-2017), Scientific Committee of Urban@it (since 2018).
2



She is Director of the Interuniversity Research Center for Territorial Analysis (CRIAT —
Universities of Bari, Foggia, Salento, and Politecnico di Bari (since 2019) and Member of the
Scientific Board (since 2015).

Participation in recent national and international conferences

She recently participated as chair, discussant and invited speaker in several national and
international conferences. Among these: Round Table “Planning and design in the changing
landscape”, International Conference on Transitional Landscapes, DIARC Naples, 2020
(invited); Round Table “How Italian urban planners are changing planning practices”,
AESOP Annual Congress, Venice 2019 (invited); Session on “Place-based urban
regeneration for improving sustainable local development: Cultural heritage, social
innovation, civic economics, inclusive cities”, 3rd International Symposium New
Metropolitan Perspectives, Universita degli Studi ‘Mediterranea’ Reggio Calabria, 2018
(invited co-chair); “The need for justice in the changing city. Beyond social, economic and
spatial polarization processes”, International Conference - UrbanPromo XV Edition, Milan,
2018 (invited speaker); Round Table “Does it make a difference: (Ex)politicians with a
background in planning?”, AESOP Annual Congress, Lisbon 2017 (invited speaker).

Institutional offices and roles in Italian and foreign Universities and/or institutions

She has held several institutional offices and roles in the Politecnico di Bari. Among others:
member of the University Evaluation Board (since 2019) and Chair of the University Ethics
Committee (2015-2019).

She represented the Politecnico di Bari in several institutions, including: Scientific
Committee of Csei Universus, University Consortium for Training and Innovation (from
1998 to 2005); Scientific Committee of the post-graduate courses "Improvement of human
resources in the field of research and technological development” and of the Master
program in "Planning and Management", PON 2000-2006, both promoted by the
Politecnico di Bari in association with other institutions (from 2001 to 2005); Scientific
Committees of the Master program in Territorial and Environmental Planning (since 2003)
and the Interdepartmental Center for Quality Services of the Politecnico di Bari (from 1998
to 2005).

She was visiting scholar in the Department of Urban Studies and Planning, MIT -
Cambridge, Mass (NATO- CNR fellowship) and Free University Amsterdam (CNR fellowship)
As member of the executive body of the Apulia Regional Council (2005-2015) with
responsibility for Territorial Quality, she promoted the approval of policy documents, plans
and laws that attracted the interest of the scientific community for their innovative
content. Among others: the Territory-Landscape Plan, and the Urban regeneration,
Sustainable built environment, Quality of architecture, Cultural heritage laws, and Urban
and Territorial Regeneration Programs.
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